Smoky MountainsHiking Club Newsletter
Exploring the Smokies Since 1924

October2021

Dear SMHC Members,

As | am sure you are aware, our part of the country is in the midst of a s@@&ID cases, and Tennessee is ranked Number 1 in the
average number of cases per 100,000 people, with a 79% rise in the last 14 days (as | am writing this on Septembere2)t COV&D
guidelines remain in placsith animportant update The hidnlights of those are hike group size of 20 or lessraadking for everyone,
regardless of vaccination status, who is participatiimgcarpools, shuttles, or key swayhile in the car. Window venting is also encourage!
The CDC recommends masking for aligple vaccinated or unvaccinated in indoor public areas and in crowded outdoor spaces i
distancing cannot be observed. The GRSM has a federal mask mandatpdiok ialloor spaces, whether or not you are vaccinated. In
next few weeks, our CD Committee will be meeting to discuss the feasibility/ safety of having our Annual Holiday Installation ba
As much as | enjoy that event, it is not worth anyone becoming ill. | want to express my gratitude to all of you adjainifar afe pactices
as hikers and maintainers, and Club members. This has certainly been a histohall@mgjing timdor our state, country, and world, but
think all of us know how the feeling of footsteps on a trail or in the forest raises our spirits and give us hope thwtl iidggsd improve!
All my best,

DianePetrilla

President

SMHC Hiking Guidelines During COVID

1. One hike leader wilserve as preegistration contact, with-mail and phone # available in the writp. Preregistration is still
required for all hikes. Preegistration may also how occur througthhclub.org

2. Group sizemay now be up to 20Higher numbers of registrants should be split into 2 groups.

3. Meet-up locations with carpooling to the trailhead, shuttles and key swaps are acceptabitikers may still choose to drive to th
trailhead independently, dependingtbrir comfort level.

4. Masks are now requiredfor all those participating in carpools, shuttles or key swaps, regardless of vaccination status. Windo
venting is encouraged.You may also choose to drive your own vehicle to the trailhead.

5. Hikers mustign a release form, with accurate contact information.

6. Inform hikers if anyone becomes ill within a few days of the event, with symptoms concerning for-C@\tDcontact the hike
leader immediately. (In addition to the usual-pilee info). For regudr prehike prep,

see http://www.smhclub.org/outingpreparation.htm

7. All participants should have hand sanitizer or wipes.

8. If leader(s) or any participant feels sick, pleaag at home.

9. If leader(s) need to alter planned activity, please contact an SMHC Board member ASAP to discuss proposed changes.
10. Guidelines for A.T. maintainers will have to reconciled with the National Park, Naforesdt,and ATC, particularlyn regard to
group size.

Update to SMHC COVID guidelines
In light of the fact that we are in an area of "high or substantial transmission" of COVID as per the CDC, as wellraaitleel inc
incidence &breakthroughfCOVID infections in vaccinated people throughout the United States, the SMHC COVID Committee has
updated our COVID Guidelinge the following:

"Masks are now required for all those participating in carpools, shuttles or key swaps, regardés of vaccinationstatus. Window
venting is also encouragedYou may also choose to drive your own vehicle to the trailhead."

For additional information, please see:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/20tfov/vaccines/fullywaccinateeguidance.html
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Road Closures

Cades Cove Loop RoadFully Closed for resurfacin§ept #Sept 27, 2021

Heintooga Round Bottom- closed September 134 except on weekend for-geavel work

Newfound Gap Road Expect nighttime delays on Newfound Gap Road (Hwy 441) from Chimneys Picnic Area to Newfound Gal
closures are permitted from 7:00 p.m. on Sundays through 7:00 a.m. on Fridays. No lane closures will occur on weekdags.d
Due to heavysummer traffic, daytime work will not resume until August 16, 2@dginning August 172021, expect singldane

closures between Chimneys Picnic Area and Newfound Gap from Monday mornings through Fridays at Noon while contractg
this section of Newfound Gap Road (Hwy 441). Please allow for extra time when traveling through the peoject are

For current Smokies Closures, please contact the Park &5436-1200UPDATES or follow current road status updates on
Twitter at SmokiesRoadsNP®r accessrom the internet using this link: https://twitter.com/smokiesroadsnps

Federal Mask Mandate Back in Effect in the GRSMPleaseBe Aware

1. Masks are worn, regardless of vaccination status, in federal buildings such as Backcountryir@ffickng if they were to be in a
government vehicle (examplRidge runneRR Shuttle)

2. Masks are worn, regardless of vaccination status, in the austleas when it is not possible to maintain 6 feet of physical distance

iThe hardest mountai.@a to AiNot hing is more beauti ful t

before sunrise. o
~J. Lynn

~ George Washington Carver

Facebook Administrators Needed

SMHC has a Facebook page with some 7,000 followers. Consideration is being given to changing this page to an interacttere |
you could post about a hike, inquire about a trail or campsite, seek out otljeirs you on a hike, but to do that Facebook gra
administrators are needed to screen out the posts that are not related to hiking and issues that would involve thgdsMid@ are
interested in doing this for the SMHC Facebook page, you need tct&uott Walker aswalker.dev@gmail.conif the page is made
interactive, then hike leaders would be able to share anmlaste changes to a hike due to road conditions or the weather, giving eve
on that hike a chance to see the latest informatfidris change to an interactive group could benefit everyone in SMHC but volunteg
needed to make it work.

WEBSITE CHANGES

Have you been tdttps://smhclub.orgh the last montAYou need to check out the latest changes on the weBsitine Home Page ther
is a Member Log In where you can log in and see your membausifife along with accessing the membership directéou can pay
your dues by the websitevhich is much quicker and easier than mailing in a chénkderHIKE WITH US, you can find a list of all the
Upcoming Events for SMHC. You will want to chettiat area often to see the latest events that have been adkied few minutes an
check out the websit&ncourage your hiking friends to check it out and join SMHC.

CONSIDER GOING GREEN!!

If you receive this newsletter by US Mail, please consitienging to the digital PDF version distributed by ent@aintact Newsletter
Editor smhcnewsletter@gmail.coror swalker.dev@gmail.conto changdrom print to digital You will find the digital version much
easier to readChangingto digitalwill help save considerable time from printing to preparing the newsletter for mail, in addition to
cost of printing and mailing the newsletter.
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SMHC Election Picnic onAugust 14Enjoyed by all Attendees

On Saturday, August 14, we were able to hold our Annual Election picnic, our first Club group event since December
Dr. Alan Solomon, an SMHC Club member for over 60 years, generously allowed us the use of GATOP Gardens, hi
nationally recogn z ed, wooded, and | andscaped gardens and arbc
named by the original owners in 1941 who had prayed for property overlooking both mountains and water. Views from
areas of GATOP indeed allowed wig of the distant Smokies as well as the Tennessee River. Strolling among the ex
native tree and plant collection, the conifers, hollies, stunning sculptures and limestone walls, steps and pondsdehlgld |
to Club members. We were also hagabto be joined by special guests Richard Powers and his brother anthdesteBob and
Christina Powers. Richard Powers is the author of the 2019 PulitzemPrize ni ng book @A The Overs
many other novels. For COVID safetynch was provided by the Club with catering by Gooditess0. We ate on the shade
|l awn by the ADancing on Lily Padso sculpture. The b
listed below, approval of Constitution aBylaws review conducted by Ken Wise and a Club-coimmittee, as well as th
awarding of 3 Marshall Wilson Presidential Citation Awards. SMHC President Diane Petrilla explained that it was unli
would be able to have an indoor Christmas event &as,\50 she was making up for awards in 2020 and 2021! The award:
presented to:

Amanda Beal: outstanding work in development and creation of new SMHC website
Scott Walker: outstanding work in development and creation of new SMHC website
RonBrandenburg:out st anding | eadership for over ten years of

The following slate of officers was approved by the membership:
President: Ken Wise

Vice President: Steve Dunkin
Communications Director: Cindy Spangler
Treasurer: Diane Petrilla

Trust Liaison: Jean Gauger

Recording Secretary:Kristi Knight
Membership Secretary:Scott Walker
Historian: Brian Worley

Director: Tim Bigelow

Director: Randy Mitchell

Director: Will Skelton

Director: Taylor Weatherbee

Altogether, the dawas beautiful, and it was wonderful to see and talk to so many friends again in this lovely outdoor
Thank you to all who prepared and helped run this event (Debbie Goddard, Jeannette Gilbert, Tim and Janet Bigelov
Clayton, Ray GarreDave Grab, and others). Our appreciation goes out to all who attended and all who made the event
~Diane Petrilla
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UPCOMING HIKES
Meeting Places
Preregistration withtheleader is requiretbr the hike and to ensure you know when and where to. iMeetequest that you cancel yo
registration ASAP if unable to hike to allow someone on the waiting list to take your spot. Please familiarize withrsiedf Club
guidelinesin this newsletter.

A.T. Maintenance Work Trip
Saturday ¥ October 2

This work trip will take place about 1.2 miles NorthNfFG. Wewill work to return the trail tread to its proper location, while improvi
water drainage on the trail. The work will require moving rocks and adding steps if needed. Participants wiltdressdfor the weathe
and bring work gloves, lunch, and beverage. Rock bars will be prowtet.at Newfound Gap at 8:45 a.m. ané 0 | blck &t BIFG at
4 p.m.
Pre-registration is required.
Register atsmhclub.org or contact leader
Leades: Mark andJanetSryder, markandjanets@gmail.con865448-1183

Ramsey Cascades

Wednesday¥z October 6
This is an at and baclike. With the access road closed for so long, it has beenilesince we hiked to Ramsey Cascades. Hiking first
along the Middle Prong, then Ramsey Prong, we have classic Smokies creek scenery, before we hike past a number oblspectacular
growth trees. fe last mile or so is a challenging rocky climb, but the reward is the 90 ft. waterfall. Elevation gain 2200ft. 8 mdes. Rate
Moderate. Meet at Comcast, Ashevilgghwayat 8 am or at Ramsey Cascades TH at 9:15 am. Drive 85 miles RT {@ 0.05/mile =
$4.25}.
Pre-registration with the leader. Ron Brandenburgnb86@comcast.netr text 8658987602
Register atsmhclub.org or contact leader
Leaders:Diane Petrilla,petrillad@gmail.com, 932245149 Ron Brandenburg,onb86 @comcast.nerr text 865898-7602

Fiery Gizzard- South Cumberland State Park

Saturday %2 October 9
The Fiery Gizzard loop trail in Grundy Co., TN is considered one of the most beautiful and diverse trails in the cath#25riat the
USA by Backpacker magazine. With Sycamore Falls and others, the Blue Hole, and Ravens Rook, dke hike is stunning, bu
strenuous. It will be dong drive(about 2.5 hrs. one way) from the Knoxville area to Tracy City, TN. The hike is aba@t4amile loop;
we will not hike all the way to Fosté&alls butturn around at Anderson Falls. RatDifficult. Meet at Lenoir City Cracker Barrel, 325 Fc
Loudon Medical Center Drive, Lenoir City at 6:30am. 280 miles, RT {@.05/mile= $l43¥pendingon our time, inclination, anc
availability of outdoor seating, some may want to stop in Chattarfooginner.
Pre-registration with the leader is reqeid.
Register atsmhclub.org
Leader Diane Petrilla at 931224-5149,petrillad @gmail.conor Amanda Beal aamandaw455@gmail.com

The Spire
Off Trail
Saturday ¥ October 16

This off-trail adventure is the third annual installment of the @agrular womeded hikes This year the girls will lead us to The Spire,
ruggedprominence rising sharply from the western end of the ridge that bisects the upper Water Camp Prong watershed jusf s
Anakeesta KnobFrom its intercept with US 441, they will have everyone fockping Walker Camp Prong a half mile upstreanh¢o
confluence of the streambs | eft and r i-gdbetridgk immddiatelywes of &he Sgir
From this vantage point, we will be able to survey the vast watershed defined by thiaestditéde, the Bouleva, and Anakeesta Ridg
as well as the rugged steepness of The Spiiter descending the knifedge, a handverhand climb through sand myrtle and ov
exposed slate leads to the summit of The Spire with its exceptional panoramicTiewsturn may é either a continuation of the clim
from The Spire to the ATonthestdtei ne di vi de or a descent to Wal ker Camp P
north face The hike is fairlyshort butrated difficult in deference to the cresérambling and strenuous ridge climbing.
Pre-registration with the leader is required.
Leades: Cindy McJunkin @ncjfive@aol.conor 828712-9646
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