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MEETING PLACES:  “Comcast on Asheville Hwy” = From 
exit 394 ramp off I-40 go left (east) on Asheville Hwy, US-
11E/25W/70, to signal light at top of hill; turn right, down 
into Comcast lot. Park to left of entry, about 2 lanes over 
toward the exit end of lot.    
“Food City in Alcoa”=  on right between 3rd & 4th stoplight 
(on Hall Rd., TN 35), a block before Big Lots 
 “the Rush in Oak Ridge”= (same lot as Books-a-Miliion) 
3-1/2 traffic lights in, coming from Knoxville; on left, opposite 
WalMart. Meet next to Illinois Ave. in front of the Rush.   

 
WELCOME  NEW MEMBERS ! 

Gerald (Jerry) Amacker vtxjerry@att.net    414-1976 
     2848 Mossy Oaks Ln.  Knoxville 37921 
Susan Watson Arbital susanwatson3907@gmail.com 765-9379  
     10641 Rivermist Ln.  Knoxville 37922 
Art Cate     cate_37918@yahoo.com  688-0598 
     3701 Garden Dr.   Knoxville 37918 
Cindy  Gary McCrary gdmccrary@yahoo.com  765-8383 
     2125 Jakes Walk Ln.  Knoxville 37932 
John Cox     jdcncqn2@comcast.net    
     3665 Springetts Dr.   York, PA 17406 

 
FOR THE RECORD 

 
 Snake Den Ridge/Maddron Bald/Gabes Mtn September 12, 2010 
We started this hike from the Snake Den Ridge trailhead at Cosby 
Campground After a hard rain the night before, we began the misty 
morning in dense fog. Combine that with the fact that we climbed approx. 
3,000’ in the first 4.6 miles and you get some sweaty and hungry bodies. 
After our first of two short meal breaks, 5 of the 10 hikers traversed a 
steep, rock-strewn incline to a junction with the Maddron Bald Trail. 
Trena was kind of enough to escort the other 4 hikers back down the 
Snake Den Ridge trail for a hearty 9.2 mile out and back.  Rebekah, 
Terri, Cindy, Lori and I slipped and splashed through 15 total creek 
crossings as we connected with the Gabes Mountain Trail to complete 
the loop. Several more crossings had a log footbridge or were 
insignificant. We hoped for a glimpse of sunlight and eventually it 
dappled the trail with brilliance, making for a bright, sunshiny finish to the 
day. This scrappy group trekked 18 miles from car to car in 8.5 hours!  
And, of course, we stopped in at the Carver Family Apple Orchards for 
some homemade apple pies and goodies…Yum.  — Craig Hutto 
 
 Cumberland Falls S.P.: River Trail Loop          October 10, 2010 
Ten members and 3 visitors enjoyed a warm October Hiking Day without 
a cloud in the sky all day.  This 7-mile hike had a wide range of sights to 
see but, the highlights of the day were the awesome falls and the newly 
reconstructed Pinnacle Knob Fire Tower. The mist from the falls was 
rising twice as high as the falls itself and in one picture created three 
halos. The leaders were able to pull off their promised surprise. At 
exactly high noon, a park naturalist appeared and briefed the group on 
the fire tower, the reconstruction, and how they were used in the olden 
days. Once he had the upper deck unlocked and the alarm off, he 
showed us the furnishings that had been added to the upper deck and 
also demonstrated how the equipment was used many years earlier to 
figure out exactly where a fire was located. The catwalk around the upper 
structure allowed for some very nice views and photos.  The tower was 
originally constructed in 1937 and restored in 2008 and is a sight to 
see. If you elected to stay home on the couch instead of joining us on this 
hike, you missed a DANDY!!!!          — Lynda Bryan & Jim Quick 
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Mt. Cammerer via Chestnut Branch        October 16, 2010 
Sixteen club members and three visitors found a packed parking lot at 
Big Creek as we began this popular hike up to Mt Cammerer. A great 
destination any time of the year, Mt Cammerer is especially breath-taking 
during the fall season. We were not disappointed at the top where we 
were rewarded with wonderful fall colors and sunshine on the rocks at 
the fire tower. The Club off-trail group joined us just as we were about 
ready to make our descent back down the mountain. Just another day in 
paradise!  — Debra Barton & Chris Hamilton 
 
 Elkmont to Tremont key swap        October 23, 2010 
Twelve club members and three visitors enjoyed an incredible October 
sky and beautiful colors on this Elkmont to Tremont hike.  While 
arranging a key swap at our meeting place in Alcoa, a third group of 
Sevier County Club member hikers shuttled cars for the hike from 
Elkmont to Tremont.  The newly paved road at Elkmont offers abundant 
parking at Little River and a few hikers inadvertently enjoyed a few extra 
miles on that trail before meeting the uphill hikers from Tremont on 
Jake’s Creek.  Special thanks to the Sevier County hikers for the extra 
car shuttle and to Mary Brewer and Jack Millspaugh for co-leading the 
downhill group.   We could not have ordered a more picture-perfect day 
and great friends to work together to capture another great opportunity to 
enjoy the mountains.  — Debra Barton & Chris Hamilton / Mary 
Brewer & Jack Millspaugh 
  
 Indian Camp Branch                October 31, 2010  
Seven members and one visitor enjoyed a beautiful day with plenty of 
Fall leaf color on the easy off-trail hike up Indian Camp Branch. Due to 
the shortness of this part of the trip it was extended to hike a part of the 
Little Greenbrier, Little Brier Gap, and Metcalf Bottoms Trails. Old home 
sites, artifacts, and a hog trap no longer used found on Indian Camp Br 
were of considerable interest. Most of the group also visited the Walker 
Sisters homesite on the Little Brier Gap Trail. 

 — Ray Payne & Ed Fleming 
 

 Big Branch – Mt. Sterling       November 7, 2010 
A chilly, snowy morning awaited 3 members at the start. Not knowing 
how much snow would be on the manway, we took the Baxter Creek 
Trail instead. After hiking for one mile, we reached the snow line. The 
snow allowed us to see the tracks of several.  One place had many 
orange leaves that had fallen upon pristine, white snow.  Was it a 
possible celebration by Mother Nature of the UT football victory the 
previous night?  Not much further, we also saw a solitary snowflake 
hanging by one strand of a spider’s web, as if it were a crystal ornament 
hanging from a tree. Unfortunately, one member had to turn around 
before reaching the summit so she and a co-leader returned while the 
other leader climbed onward to the top to take many photos. The cool air 
on top was very clear, affording views unlike most seen during the 
summer.  Everyone enjoyed unique sights in the Smokies, offered to us 
only on snowy days.       — Steven Miller & Chris Sass 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
< SMHC Newsletter Editor:  Charlie Klabunde   483-8055 > 

< Send writeups in e-mail to:  KlabundeCE@aol.com > 

< Please:  Not by Attachment.  In the e-mail is preferred. > 

Visit our Website:  www.smhclub.org 
See our Message Board there. 

 
 
 
 
 


